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Philosophy

English is the medium through which almost all the school curriculum is taught and communication occurs and is therefore fundamental to the whole education process.  We recognise, then, that children need to be taught to read and write as well as speak and listen through a range of rich and active experiences and a variety of teaching styles.  Knowledge, skills and understanding are taught in a structured, progressive way and we aim to engender an enthusiasm for and a love of reading in the children that is long lasting. Through reading in particular pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, spiritually and socially. 
Aims

    The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:
· read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language

· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 
English is taught in a range of styles to meet the needs of all children and to encourage a sense of high self-esteem in all.  Each class has an English lesson 5 days a week. Fiction genres of work are completed on a half termly cycle (Autumn 1, Spring 1 and Summer 1) and non-fiction genres are completed on a 2 week cycle (Autumn 2, Spring 2, Summer 2). Children complete the following criteria: immerse, analyse, skills, plan, write and review. Speaking and Listening is integral to all areas of the curriculum.
Guided reading takes place in both Foundation Stage and KS1 each week. Children are taught reading skills in guided reading lessons 3 times a week. These lessons focus on word recognition, comprehension and reading for enjoyment. Each child will read with a teacher for a minimum of 1 lesson per week with the remaining groups children completing a carousel or reading activities. Shared reading takes place 5 times a week in KS1. Shared reading enables the children to develop their comprehension and understanding of texts and books. Year 1 and 2 complete shared read over a weekly cycle. Foundation Stage 1 and Foundation Stage 2 and Year 1 children follow the cycle of: Background knowledge, Read Aloud, - think Aloud (Questioning out loud about the story and engaging in discussion),  Vocabulary, Visualise (drawing what the text states) and Inference (answering questions based on the text). Year 2 children alternate each week between a first news text (non-fiction) where the children analyse the text and answer comprehension style questions and a shared read cycle of: Background knowledge, Read Aloud, - think Aloud (Questioning out loud about the story and engaging in discussion),  Vocabulary, Visualise (drawing what the text states) and Inference (answering questions based on the text).
Children are taught phonics for 20 minutes each day in Foundation Stage 2 and KS1 as part of the Read, Write, Inc scheme of work. Spellings linked to Read, Write, Inc are sent home weekly.
To further develop spelling ability, KS1 children complete a “Spelling Made Easy” lesson once a week. This comprises of spelling words containing a common grapheme and then writing a range of sentences verbalised by the teacher. The sentences contain words with learned graphemes in them so the children can apply their prior learning. KS1 children also participate in 2 X 15 minute High frequency word spelling lessons. 
Teachers use a variety of teaching methods on their delivery of English, children are grouped by stage and not age and effect a good balance between whole class, group, paired and individual teaching.  Whole class teaching is used for acquisition of specific knowledge and skills and for ‘scaffold learning’, i.e. direct modelling of how to write a letter.  Group teaching enables children to reinforce and apply their knowledge and skills and to deepen their understanding.  It provides appropriate activities for each group and increases children’s ability to work independently.  Individual teaching supports children at a specific point of need and gives the teacher opportunities for closer assessment.

Parents have an important part to play in the development of their children’s English skills and we encourage all children to use the home reading scheme.  Books are banded according to the same levels as the guided readers and can be changed as often as appropriate.  The level at which the children read is determined by the teacher.  
Speaking and Listening 

The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Children are encouraged to formulate spoken language using full sentences. 

Children are given the opportunity to develop:-

· speaking for different audiences

· taking part in group discussions 
· drama and role play

Resources

All Guided Reading books are situated in the resource room and classrooms. Big Books are located in classrooms.

Planning

Key Stage 1 follow ‘The teaching sequence for writing’. English lessons are planned across 5 days a week. Fiction genres of work are planned for on a half termly cycle (Autumn 1, Spring 1 and Summer 1) and non-fiction genres are planned for on a 2 week cycle (Autumn 2, Spring 2, Summer 2). The cycle consists of: immerse, analyse, skills, plan, write, review. 
Planning promotes the development of positive attitudes and stamina in writing by: 

· Writing for narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional)

· Writing about real events

· Writing poetry 

· Writing for different purposes 

Monitoring and Assessment

The purposes of monitoring and assessment are to identify children’s learning and support them in this and also to ensure correct coverage of work.  Evidence of children’s learning is used to inform planning and reporting. This evidence is collected both formally and informally in the following ways:

· Daily teacher observation and assessment as children learn
· Read, write, Inc assessments carried out every 8 weeks which informs the groupings 
· There will be four assessment points of independent reading using STATs (KS1)
· There will be four assessment points of independent writing using STATs (KS1) 
· There will be four assessment points of independent SPAG using STATs (KS1) 

· National Curriculum tests 
· End of year records and reports to parents

· KS1 moderation of reading, writing and SPAG based on National Curriculum Age Related Expectations to track progress

· Observation of teaching by Senior Leadership Team (SLT) to ensure consistency of provision.

Intervention / Support

· Speech and language interventions VIP and PIP (1:1)

· Handwriting 

· Phonics

· Lexia
· Oxford Reading Tree Scheme

· 1:1 reading PM benchmarking 

· Read Write Inc

Interventions are based on cohorts needs

Special Educational Needs
Children with SEN are identified by teacher assessment and their needs set out in individually planned programmes (IEPs).  In whole class sessions, teachers use targeted questioning to support SEN children and group work is tailored to specific learning needs.  Individual support is also available through Learning Support and other outside agencies.

Review and Evaluation

The Policy will be reviewed and evaluated annually by the English Team.




�





Policy: English





Adopted by Governing Body on�
November 2019�
�
Headteacher�
Louise Jones�
�
Date of Review�
November 2020�
�





















PAGE  
5

