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The purpose of this document is to inform all interested parties, e.g. parents, teachers, governors and inspectors, of the History Policy for Royd Nursery Infant School.

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. History can mean two things:- the past and the study of the past.  The past influences all aspects of our lives.  It shapes the customs and beliefs of the communities to which we belong.  Learning about the past and the methods used to study it, helps children to make sense of the world in which they live.

When planning a history topic, the following will need to be considered.

Existing School Policies

All history work will take into account existing school policies on:

· Assessment

· Equal opportunities

· Provision for special educational needs

The New National Curriculum Aims
The primary national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:

know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world

know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind

gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’

understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses

understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed

gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.
Breadth of study
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3.

Pupils should be taught about:

· changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life

· events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]

· the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 
· significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. For example industrial revolution, Sheffield City of Steel, Olympic / athletics inspirational people – Seb Coe, Jess Ennis.
Curriculum organisation and planning
History will be taught through the cross curricular Cornerstones topics.  See the Cornerstones MTP file on T-Drive. Planning covers specific History skills and the use of these skills within other parts of the curriculum. All planning includes differentiation and key questioning. In Foundation Stage our History/Understand the World is included in different areas of the continuous provision, making cross-curricular links.

In the Foundation Stage we investigate the topic of History through the specific area of learning ‘Understanding the World’.  Within this area the children focus on their own personal history.  For example, remembering and discussing significant events in their lifetimes.  Children are encouraged to share information about family routines and customs they have enjoyed.  This approach to investigating History in the Foundation Stage encourages the development of the    children’s speaking and listening skills.  Discussions about our own history has led to topics such as birthdays, holidays and festivals.  The children are always excited to share their experiences and knowledge with their peers and staff.  

In Key Stage One the children cover various aspects of History including local history, significant individuals, similarities and differences and comparing and contrasting historical events.  Through historical enquiry the children develop their questioning and reasoning skills.  This is achieved by using sources such as artefacts, and photographs to enquire about historical events beyond living memory. In addition, the children look at the chronological order of events from different time periods, giving them an understanding of continuity and change. 

Roles and Responsibilities

Governors, Head Teacher, Knowledge and Understanding Curriculum Team, class teachers and teaching assistants will all be responsible for delivery of the History Curriculum to pupils in school.
Children’s Experience

We aim to give children meaningful experiences e.g. through outdoor learning - visits, photographs, artefacts, etc.

Progression

The depth of children’s historical knowledge and understanding will increase through school, e.g. greater recording, use of sources. There is a sequence of learning in place for specific historical skills, e.g. chronology.  

Resources

Resource for History are available centrally and the children also have access to computers/laptops to research on the internet. Resources have recently been audited and replenished. 
In the resource area (blue boxes and shelving next to it) we have:

· Old artefacts – penny farthing, clocks, irons, weighing scales, food tins, fire extinguisher, timers, carpet beaters

· Victorian toys

· Coronation memorabilia

· Old fashioned household

· Past times – coins, calendars, records, weights, diablo

· Victorian classroom and resources

· WW2

· Old photographs

· Timelines 
Recording and Assessment

Work will be assessed by the teacher and will be ongoing as well as termly / half termly assessment grids. Teachers will record whether children are beginning, developing or embedded in their year group.  Examples of assessed work can be found in the computer suite.
Staff Development

As part of School Improvement, ongoing to keep abreast of new developments.
The Knowledge and Understanding Curriculum Team will pass on any new information to other members of staff and give support and assistance when required.

Equal Opportunities and Special Educational Needs
All children have access to the History curriculum and resources on a regular basis in every class.  Work is differentiated to meet the needs of different children.

Management

The Head Teacher ensures the existence and implementation of a History Policy.  The Knowledge and Understanding Curriculum Team is responsible for supporting the policy with reference to:-

	Resources
	Organising resources, co-ordinating purchase and maintenance.

	Staff Support
	Advice to whole school and support for individuals.

	Co-ordination
	Ensuring that History is approached consistently throughout the school.

	Monitoring and Review
	Monitoring and review History practice in conjunction with staff.

	External Liaison
	Keeping up to date with the use of History in Curriculum and liaising with other agencies and LA advisory service.


This policy will be reviewed every year or in response to LA or government initiatives.
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