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Weekly Newsletter

W.b 14.12.20

This week:
In class 6, our focus for Arts Week has been Africa! We have been keen to learn about the many different animals that live on the Savanna in Africa. 

On Monday, we learnt a range of sketching skills such as stippling, circulism, hatching and cross-hatching. This prepared us for completing our final sketch of an African woman. We enjoyed taking our time to complete this sketch and we ensured to use the sketching methods we had learnt.
On Tuesday, we created two backgrounds of sunsets using a range of different colours. We blended them together to create warm tones on which we could add another medium e.g. collage and oil pastels later on in the week. We also had a dance lesson on Tuesday which was themed ‘Animals’ and the children loved it! We learnt different African Animal moves such as ‘elegant giraffe’ and ‘leaping antelope’. I’m sure the children will be able to show you these if you ask them! After this, the children were enthusiastic to create rhinos and hippos using clay! They enjoyed manipulating the clay and forming it into different shapes to create the animal of their choice.
On Wednesday, we used one of the sunset backgrounds we had created on Tuesday and we added African figures to it using a range of different coloured oil pastels. These look incredible! After play we continued to use the oil pastels and we created lions and ostriches using a range of vibrant colours which made our work pop with colour! In the afternoon, we used the other sunset background we had created to create a collage of an African tree. We enjoyed cutting the materials into different shapes to make our collage look really effective! We also created our own African neck collars using paper plates, we used felt tip pens and created repeating patterns using a range of 2d shapes. We finally cut out the centre and wore them around the classroom to show everyone else our creation! 

On Thursday, we painted our clay rhinos and hippos using poster paint and once they had dried we covered them in PVA glue to give them lustre and shine. They look incredible! Also we created images of abstract zebras. Children chose to use a range of colours instead of the typical black stripes and the focal point was the zebra’s eye in the middle.  Some children choses to create zebras using black card and painting them with only white paint on top. This gave the zebras a striking look and were incredibly effective. 
The children have had tremendous amounts of fun doing artistic activities this week and learning all about the many things to do with Africa! 
We can’t wait for you to take a look at our Arts week display when you come into school!

In Class 9, our focus for Arts Week has been Australia! We have learnt many interesting facts about the continent such as the sports they play and the animals that live there.

 

On Monday, we created a large collage of Ayers rock. We sketched out an outline for each part of the collage so we knew where each section of colour needed to go. We enjoyed cutting the materials into different shapes to make our collage look really effective! We also created Koala bears using paper plates. Some of the children even added a Joey into the arms of their Koala bear!

 

On Tuesday, we created an aboriginal dot painting of a turtle using a range of colours. We used cotton buds for this to ensure the dots were precise. We also created a Kangaroo landscape picture using water colours and then we cut and stuck our Kangaroo on top. We also had a dance lesson on Tuesday which was themed ‘Under the sea’ and the children loved it! We learnt different sea creature moves such as ‘Bob the fish’ and ‘Kevin the crab’. I’m sure the children will be able to show you these if you ask them!

 

On Wednesday, we learnt a range of sketching skills such as stippling, circulism, hatching and cross-hatching. This prepared us for completing our final sketch of the Sydney Opera House. We enjoyed taking our time to complete this sketch and we ensured to use the sketching methods we had learnt. After this, the children were enthusiastic to create sea turtles and octopus using clay! They enjoyed manipulating the clay and forming it into different shapes to create the sea creature of their choice.

 

On Thursday, we created some abstract Australian emus. We carefully drew an outline for our emus and we then added soft pastel chalk and carefully smudged it to add effect. We then created some crocodiles to go on our arts week display using lolly sticks and pipe cleaners. Finally, we were inspired by Finding Nemo and decided to create our very own clown fish! We used paper plates and card to create our body, fins and tail and then we carefully added the painted detail using our paintbrushes. 
The children have had tremendous amounts of fun doing artistic activities this week and learning all about the many things that live in the smallest continent in the world; Australia!

We can’t wait for you to take a look at our Arts week display when you come into school!

Reminders:

Class 6 PE days are Monday and Thursday.

Class 9 PE days are Thursday and Friday.

Attendance for KS1:

Class 6-98.6%

Class 9-98.6 %

Homework

Homework will mainly be handed out on a Wednesday. On the odd occasion it may be on a different day due to timetable changes. Please return homework on a Monday. Handing it on a Monday gives you the opportunity before the weekend to ask the teacher any questions so that you are clear of how to support your child if unsure. There is a tray in each class where the homework needs to be returned. Please ask the teacher where this tray is if unsure. 
Spellings

Spellings are handed out each Thursday and your child will be tested on these spellings the following Thursday. Children will receive a list of spellings to practise each week. In addition to the spellings, children will be tested on a sentence containing the words. However, the sentence will not be sent home. This is to see if they can apply the spelling currently within their writing. Can you get your child to practise applying the words by creating their very own sentences? 
Reading Diary’s

Children in KS1 have all been provided with a Home Reading Diary. Please fill this in daily based on your child reading a couple of pages of a book or a whole book. Please return the Reading Diary to school each day and leave it in their book bags.  There are books situated in the classroom for your child to take home daily. Reading is extremely important to your child’s development so we really encourage your child to read a book or pages of a book daily. If you are unsure of your child’s reading book colour then please ask your teacher. 

Thank you 

Miss Watts and Miss Rawding
