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Stage: 1 and 2 &

Andrew decorated 25 biscuits to take to a party.

He lined them up and put icing on every second biscuit.

Then he put a cherry on every third biscuit.
Then he put a chocolate button on every fourth biscuit.
So there was nothing on the first biscuit.

How many other biscuits had no decoration?
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This week:
As part of English this week we have continued with our new focus of an information text about castles.
The children have completed lessons where they used the coordinating conjunction ‘and’ to join two simple sentences together about different parts of a castle. E.g The castle had a freezing cold moat surrounding it and this made it hard for enemies to enter.  We then moved on to identifying question words (who, what, where, when, how, why, did, can, were, was) and writing our own questions linked to castles. E.g. Why did a castle have battlements? Who lived in castles? Following on from this the children focused on the suffix ‘s’ and ‘es’. They applied the spelling rules to make the root words plural, we use ‘es’ to make a word plural when the root word ends in s, ss, sh,ch, x, z or zz. E.g. crosses, splashes. For all other root words that don’t end in these sounds we just add ‘s’ to make the word plural. We then focused on using the suffix ‘ing’ to make a root word present tense. There are 3 rules for adding the suffix ‘ing’. Rule 1: you can add the suffix ‘ing’ to a lot of root words e.g. jumping, laughing. Rule 2 if a root word has a ‘e’ on the ends then you chop it off and add ‘ing’ E.g. baking, dancing. Rule 3 if a words gas a short vowel sound then you double the last letter before adding ‘ing’ E.g. shopping, trimming. 
Can your child discuss the different features of the castle? Can your child tell you the rule of using ‘es’? When do we use a question mark? What is the rule for adding ‘ing’ to a root word ending in ‘e’? 
As part of maths the children have been focusing on place value of digits in numbers. The children have completed word problems and maths investigation linked to place value. The children have had chance to apply skills taught over the cause of our focus of place value to work out the answers to the word problems. 
[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image2.png]



Please support your children by asking them the follow questions: 
Please can you continue to practise counting forwards and backwards to 100 in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s. Ask you child how many lots of tens and how many lots of ones does a number contain.  
The children’s topic this half term is ‘Towers, Tunnels and Turrets’. As part of topic lessons children have been focusing on 
Design Technology. We have been designing our own castles which must have a working drawbridge. We then labelled our designs and we plan to make 3D model castles with a working drawbridge next week.
Reminders:

Class 6 PE days are Monday and Thursday.

Class 9 PE days are Thursday and Friday.

Attendance for KS1:

Class 6-99.1%

Class 9- 97.7%

Homework

Homework will mainly be handed out on a Wednesday. On the odd occasion it may be on a different day due to timetable changes. Please return homework on a Monday. Handing it on a Monday gives you the opportunity before the weekend to ask the teacher any questions so that you are clear of how to support your child if unsure. There is a tray in each class where the homework needs to be returned. Please ask the teacher where this tray is if unsure. 
Spellings

Spellings are handed out each Thursday and your child will be tested on these spellings the following Thursday. Children will receive a list of spellings to practise each week. In addition to the spellings, children will be tested on a sentence containing the words. However, the sentence will not be sent home. This is to see if they can apply the spelling currently within their writing. Can you get your child to practise applying the words by creating their very own sentences? 
Reading Diary’s

Children in KS1 have all been provided with a Home Reading Diary. Please fill this in daily based on your child reading a couple of pages of a book or a whole book. Please return the Reading Diary to school each day and leave it in their book bags.  There are books situated in the classroom for your child to take home daily. Reading is extremely important to your child’s development so we really encourage your child to read a book or pages of a book daily. If you are unsure of your child’s reading book colour then please ask your teacher. 

Thank you 

Miss Watts and Miss Rawding
